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Introduction 


Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, 
And seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from 
the evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomso- 
ever Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah 
leads astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has 
the right to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no 
partner; and I bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His 
slave and Messenger. 

"O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared . And die 
not except in the state of Islam (as Muslims) with complete 
submission to Allah." (Qur'an 3:102) 
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"O mankind be dutifid to your Lord, Who created you from a 
single person (Adam), and from him He created his wife, and 
from them both He created many men and women, and fear Allah 
through VJhom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not 
cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship) . Surely, Allah is Ever an 
All Watcher over you." (Qur'an 4: 1) 

($•) 4Jj! \yL>\ lyAc. OuJl 

\jj jU Xki gjaJ j Jumj 

“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and 
speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to do righteous good 
deeds and will forgive you your sins . And whosoever obeys Allah 
and His Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great achievement 
(i.e., he will be saved from the Hell-fire and made to enter 
Paradise)." (Qur'an 33: 70, 71) 

Indeed, the most truthful speech is Allah's Book, and the best 
guidance is that of Muhammad ift. The most evil of affairs are 
newly invented ones (in the religion), for every newly invented 
practice is an innovation ( Bid'ah ), every innovation is misgui- 
dance, and every misguidance is in the Fire. 

Ever since I was a young child, the study of Abu Bakr's 
biography has been something of a passion for me. Then, years 
later, Allah M blessed me with the honor of matriculating at the 
Islamic University of Al-Madeenah Al-Munawwarah. One of the 
courses I studied there was Islamic History, and as a part of that 
course, I studied the biographies of the four rightly-guided 
Khaleefahs — Abu Bakr 4®, 'Umar 4&, 'Uthman 4s>, and 'Ali 4®. Our 
teacher demanded from us ‘that we study not just the course 
textbook — At-Taareekh Al-lslaamee, by Mahmood Shaakir — but 
also other important works, such as Ibn Katheer's Al-Bidaayah 
Wan-Nihaayah and Ibn Al-Atheer's Al-Kaamil. As a result, I had a 
wide range of sources from which I could learn more and more 
about the biography of Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 4 ®. 
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A few years later, when I matriculated at the University of 
IJmm Durmaan Al-Islaamiyyah, I proposed the following title for 
my PhD. Thesis: "The Noble Qur'an's Lessons on how to 
Establish a Stable and Strong (Muslim Country) and the Effects 
of those Lessons on the History of the Muslim Nation." It was 
agreed that my thesis would consist of three main chapters: 1) 
Qur'anic Lessons of Establishing a Stable and Strong Country, 2) 
Lessons from the Prophet's Biography on how to Establish a 
Stable and Strong Country, and 3) Lessons from the Biographies 
of the Rightly-Guided Khaleefahs on how to Establish a Stable and 
Strong Country. In the end, after a long period of toil, my thesis 
was more than 1200 pages long. Deeming my thesis to be too 
long, my research supervisor suggested that the scope of my 
thesis be limited to the first of the three above-mentioned chapters 
— Qur'anic Lessons of Establishing a Stable and Strong Country. 
The faculty of graduate studies at the university approved of his 
suggestion, and the matter was thus decided upon. 

After I submitted my thesis and answered questions about it 
before a team of professors, my research supervisor said some- 
thing to me that had a profoundly deep impact on the following 
years of my life. He suggested that I rewrite chapters two and 
three of my original thesis and that I get them published in book 
form. Chapter two — "Lessons from the Prophet's Biography on 
how to Establish a Stable and Strong Country" — evolved into 
As-Seerah An-Nabawiyyah , [1] Chapter three — "Lessons from the 
Biographies of the Rightly-Guided Khaleefahs" — had to be 
broken down into four separate books, one on each of the four 
rightly-guided Khaleefahs. 

As for this book that you have before you now — Abu Bakr As- 
Siddeeq : His Character and His Life — the credit of its completion 
goes first and foremost to Allah ffl, and then to my PH.D. 
research supervisor and to a number of teachers and peers who 
encouraged me to dedicate my life to the study of the lives of the 

1 1 1 The translation of which has also been published by Darussalam 


Riyadh. 
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four rightly-guided Khaleefahs. One of them said something to me 
that truly struck a chord with me and made me grasp the 
importance of studying the lives of Abu Bakr 4, 'Umar 4, 
'Uthman 4, and 'Ali 4® — and, for that matter, the lives of all of 
the Prophet's Companions 4- He said, "There is now a huge gulf 
that has developed between the lives of Muslims today and the 
lives of the first generation of Muslims. People no longer know 
their priorities: many students know more about the lives of 
scholars than they do about the rightly-guided Khaleefahs, even 
though the era of the rightly-guided Khaleefahs offers students a 
rich source of knowledge about all of the Islamic sciences." It was 
during the era of the rightly-guided Khaleefahs that all of the 
foundations of a strong nation were established — and not just 
established, but virtually perfected; and here I am referring to all 
of the branches of government — legislative, judicial, economic, 
political, and military. Never throughout history have Muslims 
prospered as much as they did during the rule of the rightly- 
guided Khaleefahs. It was an era during which Islam spread with 
lightning-like speed throughout the world. With all of the 
achievements of Muslims during that era, it is a wonder that 
some students of knowledge spend more time studying the lives 
of second or third century scholars, or the lives of even more 
recent scholars, than they do on the lives of Abu Bakr 4®/ 'Umar 4®, 
'Uthman 4, and' Ali 4. 

From the time of this book's conception until its completion, 
Allah both helped and blessed me, removing obstacles that lay 
in my path, giving me the strength I needed to spend many a long 
night in the throes of research, and helping me get to the reference 
works that were indispensable to the completion of this book. 
With Allah's help, I no longer cared about the obstacles that stood 
in my way; instead, I worked tirelessly to overcome them. 

The history of the rightly-guided Khaleefahs has not been an 
easy subject-matter to master for one main reason: accounts of 
their lives are scattered throughout many books, books on 
history, Hadeeth, Fiqh, poetry, and Tafseer. The goal of this work 


— as well as my other books on 'Umar 4®, 'Uthman 4®, and 'Ali 
4- — was to gather all of those accounts into one book, to 
organize them both chronologically and into topics, to ascertain 
I heir level of authenticity, and, perhaps most importantly, to 
analyze and discuss them. If the lives of the rightly-guided 
Khaleefahs are presented properly, they provide a great deal of 
nourishment for the soul and crucial life lessons for each and 
every Muslim. 

We need to study the lives of the rightly-guided Khaleefahs 4 
and the lives of all of the Prophet's Companions 4/ for they 
belonged to a generation about whom Allah M said: 

y \ . j , ~i d ^ 

jVf <£/ — »<s OC4 4_e!j 

liili Ipi 

"And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhajiroon (those who 
migrated from Makkah to Al-Madinah) and the Ansaar (the 
citizens of Al-Madinah who helped and gave aid to the 
Muhajirun) and also those who followed them exactly (in 
Faith) . Allah is well-pleased with Him . He has prepared for 
them Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell 
therein forever . That is the supreme success (Qur'an 9: 100) 

And Allah 3* said: 

CSj (jc- Jjji] £t$\) 

" Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those who are 

with him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful among 
themselves. You see them bowing and falling down prostrate (in 
prayer) ..." (Qur'an 48: 29) 

And it was about their generation that the Messenger of Allah 
jy said, "The best of my nation is the generation to whom I have 
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been sent." 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ood said about the generation of 
the rightly-guided Khaleefahs, "Whoever wishes to follow a good 
example, then let him follow the example of those who have 
already died (i.e., from the Prophet's Companions 4)- As for 
those who are still alive, not a single one of them is guaranteed 
safety from the trials and tribulations of life (i.e., we know that the 
Companions died upon Islam, but as for those who are still alive, 
they might be Muslims now, but we do not know whether or not 
they will die as Muslims). The former group to whom I am 
referring consists of the Companions of Muhammad 5g§. By Allah, 
they are the best people of this nation; they are the most pious at 
heart, the most knowledgeable, and the least artificial of all 
people. Allah chose them to be companions of His Prophet || and 
to establish His religion. So acknowledge their superiority and 
follow their guidance. To the best of your ability, hold on to the 
example of their manners and of their religion, for indeed, they 
were upon upright guidance." 115 

Muslims must study their lives from authentic sources, for if 
they don't, the enemies of Islam' will, and they will then distort 
and manipulate some narrations and fabricate others — which is 
in fact what they have done for centuries. The enemies of Islam 
understand the power of history and the potential it has to inspire 
the masses. They have therefore worked tirelessly — while most 
Muslims sleep — to instill doubts in people's minds about the 
moral rectitude of the Prophet's Companions 4- 

Their efforts began at a very early stage, during the lifetime of 
the rightly-guided Khaleefahs. Certain Christians, Jews, and 
members of the Raafidah movement realized that they could, in 
their efforts to wage war against Islam, achieve optimal results 
not from the outside but from the inside, within the ranks of 
Muslim society. And so they outwardly claimed to be Muslims, 
while they inwardly harbored disbelief. Through plotting and the 
spreading of false lies, they hoped to undermine the rule of the 


third Khaleefah of Islam, 'Uthman ibn 'Affan 4- Their leader was 
'Abdullah ibn Saba', a Jewish man who had pretended to enter 
Into the fold of Islam. With the help of his followers, 'Abdullah 
Ibn Saba' sowed dissension among the people, and their efforts 
directly resulted in the assassination of 'Uthman ibn 'Affan 4- 
Thereafter, they continued to sow dissension among the Muslims; 
)ust one of their many achievements was that they successfully 
orchestrated the events that led up to the Battle of Al-Jamal. 

Those from later centuries who followed the example of 
'Abdullah ibn Saba' worked to smear the character of certain of 
the Prophet's Companions 4. They tried to achieve that end by 
highlighting weak and fabricated narrations that are related in 
the books of history; for example, in one of the narrations they 
try to disseminate, greed and a desire for power are attributed to 
one of the Prophet's Companions 4- In a very cleverly devised 
plan, they - Orientalists and others of their ilk - attack Islam in 
an indirect manner. Knowing that they cannot directly attack the 
Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet lg, they attack those who 
conveyed to us those two divinely-revealed sources. For it was 
l he Companions 4 who conveyed the teachings of the Qur'an 
and Sunnah to the next generation of Muslims; and so in order to 
instill doubts into people's minds about Islam, the enemies of 
Islam instill doubts in their minds about the Prophet's 
Companions 4, Just as Muslim scholars analyze and discuss in 
detail the meanings of authentic narrations. Orientalists — and 
others of their ilk - write long tracts about fabricated narrations, 
tracts that consist of false interpretations and a great deal of 
speculation. 

Scholars among the enemies of Islam study the lives of the 
Prophet's Companions 4 not to learn about the truth, but instead 
to serve their evil objectives. Sadly, some Muslim historians, 
having studied Islam in western universities or at least western 
sponsored universities, have followed in the footsteps of 
Orientalist scholars - to the extent that, in the past few decades, 
many history books by Muslim historians amount to nothing 


Sharhus-Sunnah, by Al-Baghawee (1/214, 215). 
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more than mere translations of works written by Orientalist 
scholars from the past. 

To write about Islamic history, one needs to have one aim in 
mind: the truth. Muslim scholars need to counter the efforts of the 
enemies of Islam by pointing out their lies, refuting their claims, 
exposing their reliance on weak and fabricated narrations, and 
writing history books that rely solely on authentic and acceptable 
narrations. 

And even after the plain facts of history are ascertained, they 
should be presented to the reading public by a Muslim historian, 
one who has Islamic values and appreciates the spirit of Islam. For 
even if a non-Muslim historian is relatively fair, he will still 
rewrite history based on his biases, his preconceived views, and 
the false premise that Islam is not a divinely revealed religion. In 
short, he will write from a secular and materialistic point of view. 
The picture that such a historian presents to the reading public is 
one that involves constant bloodshed among the Prophet's 
Companions 4 and a strong desire among some of them to 
achieve power and status — even though nothing could be 
further from the truth. Even certain Muslim historians, who have 
been influenced by their Orientalist counterparts, are guilty of the 
same mistake. Either intentionally or inadvertently, they twist 
facts and present a distorted picture of the lives of the Prophet's 
Companions 4- Such books have a domino-like effect on the 
general masses of Muslims: They believe what they read, and they 
develop a distorted view about Islam, conjuring up thoughts only 
of bloodshed, deception, and greed when they think about the 
generation of the Prophet's Companions 4. 

For these reasons, Muslims are in dire need of books that 
present not only the true events that took place during the lives of 
the Prophet's Companions 4, but also a correct interpretation of 
those events. By the grace and mercy of Allah 8g, Muslim scholars 
and historians have begun to write such books. This is not a 
surprising development, for Allah §g has always provided 
protection for His religion. From the era of the Prophet's 
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Companions onwards, Allah M has continued to bless this nation 
With people who memorize His Book. When people first began to 
fabricate Hadeeth narrations, Allah fg sent geniuses who dedicated 
their lives to purifying the authentic Sunnah from weak and 
fabricated narrations. And whenever certain of Islam's enemies 
try to distort the pristine teachings of Islam, He $f sends scholars 
to refute their lies; the scholars and geniuses He sends are the men 
of Ahlus-Sunnah Wal-Jamaa'ah. 

In this work, I have tried my utmost to follow the methodology 
of Ahlus-Sunnah Wal-Jamaa'ah. I have relied not only history books 
- such as the ones that are authored by the eminent scholars At- 
Tabaree, Ibn Al-Atheer, and Adh-Dhahabee - but also on works 
of Tafseer and Hadeeth, books that provide commentary for 
Hadeeth compilations, works on Fiqh, and works that deal 
specifically with the sciences of Hadeeth. I have found in these 
latter kinds of works a rich source of historical information, much 
of which cannot be found in history books that deal with the era of 
the Prophet's Companions 4- 

In writing about the rightly-guided Khaleefahs, I fittingly 
began with Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 4, for he is the chief of all 
of the Prophet's Companions 4- In a saying that applies to 
Abu Bakr 4, 'Umar 4, 'Uthman 4, and 'Ali 4, the Prophet sS 
said, "You must follow my Sunnah (way) and, after me (i.e., 
after my death), the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Khalee- 
fahs." [1] And of the rightly-guided Khaleefahs, Abu Bakr 4 was 
categorically the best, the noblest, and the most knowledge- 
able. The Messenger of Allah said about him, "Were I to 
lake a Khaleel ( Khaleel describes a relationship that involves the 
highest form of love; Ibraaheem !&i was the Khaleel of Allah M, 
as was the Prophet — which is why the Prophet sfe did not 
lake a Khaleel from among his Companions 4)/ I would take 
Abu Bakr 4 as my Khaleel; but since I will not do so (i.e., since 


111 Sunan Abu Daawood (4/201) and At-Tirmidhee (5/44); this Hadeeth is Hasan 
Snheeh. 
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I will not take a Khaleel from among my Companions A), he 
(i.e., Abu Bakr 4 ) is my brother and my Companion." 11 ' The 
Prophet i§ also said, "Follow those who will (rule) after me: 
Abu Bakr and 'Umar."' 21 

From the day he embraced Islam until the day he died, Abu 
Bakr* was the ideal Muslim, surpassing all other Companions 4 
in every sphere of life. During the Prophet's lifetime, Abu Bakr 4b 
was an exemplary soldier on the battlefield; upon the Prophet's 
death, Abu Bakr 4b remained steadfast and, through the help of 
Allah M, held this nation together. When others suggested 
keeping Usaamah's army back, Abu Bakr 4 insisted — and 
correctly so — that the army should continue the mission which 
the Prophet sH had in mind. When people refused to pay Zakaat, 
and when the apostates threatened the stability of the Muslim 
nation, Abu Bakr 4= was the one who remained firm and took 
decisive action against them. These are just some of the examples 
of Abu Bakr's many wonderful achievements throughout his life. 
I have endeavored to describe all of the above in a clear and 
organized manner. But more so than anything else, I have tried to 
show how Abu Bakr's methodology as a Muslim and as a ruler 
helped establish the foundations of a strong, stable, and prosper- 
ous country — one that began in Al-Madeenah, extended 
throughout the Arabian Peninsula, and then reached far-off lands 
outside of Arabia. 

Throughout the brief period of his caliphate, Abu Bakr 4 
faced both internal and external challenges; the former mainly 
involved quelling the apostate factions of Arabia and establish- 
ing justice and peace among the citizens of the Muslim nation; 
and the latter mainly involved expanding the borders of the 
Muslim nation by spreading the message of Islam to foreign 
nations and conquering those nations that stood in the way of 
the propagation of Islam. 


Bukhaaree, the Book of the Companions' Virtues; Hadeeth num 
Saheeh Sunan At-Tirmidhee, by Al-Al baanee (3/200). 


iber: 3656. 
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During the era of his caliphate, Abu Bakr 4 sent out armies 
achieved important conquests; for example, under the 
mmand of Khaalid ibn Al-Waleed 4, the Muslim army 
Ined an important victory in Iraq. And the Muslim army 
hlevod other important victories under the commands of Al- 
trtuthannah ibn ITaarithah 4 and Al-Qa'qaa ibn 'Amr 4 . In 
•Hurt, the victories achieved during the era of Abu Bakr's 
Caliphate paved the way for victories that later took place after 
'Abli Bakr's death. I have tried to analyze the above-mentioned 
Conquests and to break down the reasons why they were such 
Monumental successes. I particularly pointed out Abu Bakr's 
Contributions to those conquests: His military strategy, the 
U»ade rs he chose, the letters through which he communicated 
With them, and so on. 

The reader should get from this work a greater appreciation of 
How Abu Bakr 4 was an exemplary Muslim in all aspects of his 
life: in his Faith, his knowledge, his eloquence, and his manners. 
He developed a lofty character based on his close adherence to the 
txnmplc of the Prophet H. To be sure, the Prophet's life was a 
practical manifestation of the teachings of the Noble Qur'an; to go 
one step further, we could correctly say that Abu Bakr's life — 
and especially his rule over the Muslim nation — is the clearest 
Interpretation we have of the teachings of the Prophet sS, which is 
why it is not surprising that the Prophet -|§ said, "Follow those 
who will (rule) after me: Abu Bakr and 'Umar." [1] 

I do not make the claim that this work is free of mistakes, but I 
do say this: To the best of my ability, I have tried to do justice to 
the life of Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 4- I have written this work, 
necking out nothing save Allah's Noble Countenance, and 
desiring nothing save Allah's rewards. It is His help that I seek, 
rtiul it is He alone Who can answer the supplications of His slaves. 

1 have divided this book into an introduction and four main 
Na tions, which are as follows: 


lidhee, by Al-Al baanee (3/200). 
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All praise is for Allah M, Who alone helped and aided me 
throughout this endeavor. I ask Allah #g by His beautiful names 
and perfect attributes to make this effort of mine be purely for His 
Countenance; to benefit His slaves through this book; to reward 
me for every letter I have written; to place this work on my scale 
of good deeds; and to reward my brothers who helped me bring 
this humble work to fruition. I ask every Muslim who reads this 
work not to forget me in his supplications, for I am one who is 
poor to Allah and who is in dire need of His forgiveness, mercy, 
and good pleasure. 

o!> - — £g)\ 1>\ 

-iLLc; <4 

“My Lord! Inspire and bestow upon me the power and ability that 
I may be grateful for Your favours which You have bestowed on 
me and on my parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds 
that will please You, and admit me by Your Mercy among Your 
righteous slaves." (Qur'an 27: 19) 

How perfect You are, O Allah! All praise is for You. I bear 
witness that none has the right to be worshipped but You. I ask 
for your forgiveness, and I repent to You. 



“And the close of their request will be : Al-Hamdu Lillahi Rabb-il- 
'Alamin [All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of 
'Alamin (mankind, jinns, and all that exists)].” (Qur'an 10: 10) 

One who is poor and is in desperate need of his Lord's 
forgiveness and good pleasure, 

'Ali ibn Muhammad Muhammad As-Sallaabee 
5/1/1422 H 


□ □□ 
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Chapter 1 


His Name, Lineage, Kunyah, Titles, 
Description, and Family; and His Life 
during the Pre-Islamic Days of Ignorance 



Many — especially those who do not speak Arabic and are not 
I a miliar with Arab history and culture — will be surprised to learn 
I hat the actual name of this book's protagonist was not Abu Bakr 
A, but was in fact 'Abdullah. Abu Bakr was his Kunyah ; a Kunyah is 
.1 title by which one is ascribed to one's son or daughter, or by 
which one is associated with some place, idea, theme, or group of 
people. A Kunyah is expressed in the form, " Abu so-and-so/' or, 
"Father of so and so" (For women, “Umm so-and-so," or, "Mother 
of so-and-so"). When used literally, a Kunyah ascribes a person to 
his son. So if one's name is Abu 'Abdullah, people would probably 
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be right in guessing that he has a son named 'Abdullah. But this is 
not always the case; a Kunyah is often used figuratively as well; for 
example, Hurairah means a small cat, and because one particular 
Companion of the Prophet #§ always had with him a small cat, he 
was given the Kunyah, Abu Hurairah 4. As for Abu Bakr 7 s Kunyah, 
Bakr literally means a young camel, but it also refers to a very large 
Arab tribe. The following is Abu Bakr's complete name and 
lineage, and keep in mind that 'ibn' means 'son of': 'Abdullah ibn 
'Uthman ibn 'Aamir ibn 'Amr ibn Ka'ab ibn Sa'ad ibn Teem ibn 
Murrah ibn Ka'ab ibn Luaiy ibn Ghaalib Al-Qurashee At- 
TeemeeJ 11 Al-Qurashee and At-Teemee are written at the end of 
his lineage as a way of ascribing him to his tribes of the Quraish and 
At-Teem. Abu Bakr's lineage met up with that of the Prophet at 
the level of their forebear Murrah ibn Ka'ab. 

In Arabic, if something or someone is known by many names, it 
is often the case that that thing or person is important in some way; 
hence the many names of the Day of Judgment and of the Prophet 
Sg. In that spirit, Abu Bakr 4 was given many names or titles 
throughout his life, and each one of them points to one or more of 
his superior qualities; among those names are the following: 

1 ) Al-‘Ateeq 

Al-'Ateeq has various shades of meaning in Arabic: It can mean 
old or ancient; noble; or someone who has been freed either from the 
bonds of slavery or from some unpleasant circumstances. Some feel 
that Abu Bakr 4 was named ' Ateeq based on the latter meaning, for 
the Prophet #, once said to him, "You are the 'Ateeq (the freed one) of 
Allah from the Hellfire."^ 21 According to the wording of 'Aaisha's 
narration, the Messenger of Allah jjg said to Abu Bakr 4, "Rejoice, for 
you are the 'Ateeq of Allah from the Hellfire."^ 


[1] Al-Isaabah, by Ibn Hajr (4/144, 145). 

[2] Al-Aihsaan Fee Taqreeb Saheeh Ibn Hibbaan (15/280), and the chain of the 
narration is authentic. 

[3] Related by At-Tirmidhee in Al-Manaaqib (3679), and Al-Albaanee declared it 

to be authentic in As-Silsilah (1574). 


C 'ertain historians are of the view that Abu Bakr 4 was named 
'Aleeq because of the handsomeness or the nobleness of his 
features.^ And yet others say that he was named 'Ateeq later on 
In his life because he was known for his goodness for a very long 
lime (this is based on Ateeq' s meaning of old or ancient). ^ It has 
also been said that, whenever Abu Bakr's mother had a child, he or 
she would die almost immediately. But then when Abu Bakr 4 
was bom, the same was not the case, and so his mother said about 
him, "O Allah, this (child) is your freed one from death, so favor me 
with him."^ It is possible that Abu Bakr 4 was named 'Ateeq for 
more than one of the aforementioned reasons, for he did have a 
noble countenance; he was known for his good character for many 
years; and he was Allah's freed one from the Hellfire." 1 2 3 [4] 

2) As-Siddeeq 

As-Siddeeq, the most well-known of Abu Bakr's titles, comes 
from the word Sidq, which means truthfulness. The word As- 
Siddeeq is meant to convey a meaning of intensiveness: a person 
who is constantly truthful or who constantly believes in the 
truthfulness of something or someone (in Abu Bakr's case, in the 
truthfulness of the Prophet |§). The title 'As-Siddeeq' was given to 
Abu Bakr 4 by none other than the Prophet Anas 4 said, "The 
Prophet climbed (Mount) Uhud in the company of Abu Bakr, 
'Umar, and 'Uthman. When Uhud began to shake while they 
were on it, the Prophet s|g said (addressing the mountain), 
'Remain firm, O Uhud, for upon you are a Prophet, a Siddeeq 
(truthful one), and two martyrs ('Umar and 'Uthman)." [51 


111 Al-Mo'jam Al-Kabeer, by At-Tabaraanee (1/52). 
n Al-Isaabah (1/146). 

1,1 Al-Kuna Wal-Asmaa, by Ad-Doolaabee (1/6) and Khutab Abu Bakr, by 
Muhammad Ahmad 'Aashoor Jamaal Al-Koomee (Pg. 11). 

1,1 Taareekh Ad-Da'wah Ral-Islam Fee ‘ Ahd Al-Khulafaa Ar-Raashideen, by Dr. 
Yusree Muhammad Haanee (Pg. 36). 

|s| Bukhaaree, the Book of the Companions' Virtues, chapter, "The Superiority of 
Abu Bakr 4 (5/11)." 
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Abu Bakr ba was named As-Siddeeq because of his constant and 
unwavering belief in the Prophet ifg. 'Aaisha % said, "(The night) 
after the Prophet ig went on his night journey to Al-Masjid Al- 
Aqsa, the people began to talk about it (being in doubt about the 
possibility of the Prophet ig being able to travel to and from 
Jerusalem in a single night). Some people apostatized (on that 
day), having previously believed in the Prophet and having had 
faith in him. A number of men went to Abu Bakr and said, 'Will 
you not go to your companion? He claims that he went on a night- 
journey last night to Jerusalem!' He 4® responded, 'And did he 
indeed say that?' They said, 'Yes.' He 4*. said, 'If he said that, then 
he spoke the truth.' They said, 'And do you truly believe him when 
he says that he traveled to Jerusalem last night and returned just 
before the beginning of this morning?' He 4& said, 'Yes, I do indeed 
believe him about matters that are even more amazing than that: I 
believe him about news (i.e., revelation) that comes to him from the 
heavens in the early morning or in the afternoon.' And it is because 
of this incident that he was named Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq." 11 111 

3) As-Saahib 

"As-Saahib" literally means "the Companion," a title that 
Allah M gave to Abu Bakr 4b in the Noble Qur'an. Allah gave him 
that title because he was the Prophet's companion in the cave 
during their migration to Al-Madeenah. Allah M said: 



ii __s ca ;; 




11 Al-Haakim (3/62, 63), who declared it to be authentic; and Adh-Dhahabee 

concurred. 
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"If you help him (Muhammad !&) not (it does not matter), for 
Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out, 

Ihe second of two, when they (Muhammad and Abu Bakr^f 
were in the cave, and he said to his companion (Abu Bakr4*>) : 
"Be not sad (or afraid), surely Allah is with us . " Then Allah sent 
down His Sakinah (calmness, tranquility, peace, etc.) upon him, 
and strengthened him with forces (angels) which you saw not, 
and made the word of those who disbelieved the lowermost, while 
it was the Word of Allah that became the uppermost, and Allah is 
All-Mighty, All-Wise.” (Qur'an 9: 40) 

Scholars unanimously agree that "his companion" in this Verse 
refers to Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 4®. Anas 4® reported that Abu Bakr 
<#• once said to him, "While the Prophet £§; was in the cave (with 
me), I said to him, 'If one of them were to look at his feet, he would 
Hoe us from underneath his feet.' The Prophet ^ said, 'O Abu 
Bakr, what would you think about (the safety and well-being) of 
two (people) when Allah is the third among them?'"^ 1 

4) Al-Atqaa 

Al-Atqaa means the pious and righteous ones. In the following 
Verse, Al-Atqaa refers primarily to Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 4&: 



" And Al-Muttaqun (the pious and righteous) will be far removed 
from it (Hell) . " (Qur'an 92: 17) 

That Al-Atqaa in this Verse refers to Abu Bakr 4® is a matter 
that we will further clarify (In Sha Allah ) in our discussion of those 
Muslims who were tortured and whose freedom was purchased 
by Abu Bakr 4®. 

5) Al-Awwaah 

There are at least two possible meanings of the word Al-Awwaah. 

II can mean someone who supplicates to Allah $g a great deal, and it 

III Rukhaaree, the Companions' Virtues; Hadeeth number: 3653. 
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can also mean someone who is merciful and soft-hearted. Ibraaheem 
An-Nakha'ee said, "Abu Bakr was named Al-Awwaah because of 
his compassion and mercy (towards other people)." 1 ' 1 

Second: His Birth and His Physical Description 

Scholars agree that Abu Bakr 4s> was bom after the Year of the 
Elephant — the year during which Abraha marched towards 
Makkah with his army — which means that he was younger than 
the Prophet s§|. Beyond that general agreement, scholars disagree 
about the exact date of his birth. Some scholars maintain that he 
was born three years after the Year of the Elephant; others believe j 
that he was bom two years and six months after the Year of the i 
Elephant; and yet others say that he was born two years and some | 
months after the Year of the Elephant. 121 Born and raised in a I 
house of noble lineage, Abu Bakr & was blessed with a very j 
respectful upbringing; from a very young age, he gained the , 
honor and the respect of his people. 131 

As for his physical attributes, he was white-skinned and skinny; 
some historians have related narrations which indicate that the 
white color of his skin was mixed with shades of yellow. His beard 
did not grow very long on his cheeks, and his back leaned forward 
to a certain degree. Because of his physical make-up — his 
skinniness — his lower garment would not stay in place, but would 
instead barely remain in place at the level of his hips. His face was j 
gaunt, and while his forehead protruded outwards, his eye-sockets j 
were deeply set in his face. And whereas his calves were skinny, his j 
legs were muscular though lean. And after his hair turned white, 
he would dye it with henna and Al-Katm (a kind of shrub that was 
used for dyeing and that was very similar to henna). 141 

[1] At-Tabaqaat AJ-Kubraa (3/171). 

Seerah Wa-Hayaat As-Siddeeq, by Majdee Fathee As-Sayyid (pg. 29); and 

Taareekh Al-Khulafaa (pg. 56). 

P1 Taareekh Ad-Da'wah Ilal-Islam Fee 'Ahd Al-Khulafaa Ar-Raashideen (pg. 30). 

[4] Bukhaaree (5895) and Muslim (2341) and Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq by Majdee 

As-Sayyid (pg. 32). 
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Third: His Family 

Abu Bakr's father was 'Uthman ibn 'Aamir ibn 'Amr, and his 
Kllin/nh — by which he was most famously known — was Abu 
Quhaafah 4&. Abu Quhaafah 4e embraced Islam on the day of the 
Makkah Conquest. By the time the Prophet # returned 
triumphantly to Makkah, Abu Quhaafah had become a very 
old man. When Abu Bakr^ took his father to the Messenger of 
Allah in order to announce his entry into the fold of Islam, the 
Messenger of Allah ig said, "O Abu Bakr, should you not have 
loll him where he was, so that I could have went to visit him." 
Abu Bakr said, "O Messenger of Allah Jjg, he has a greater duty 
to come to you." As we can clearly see from this narration, to 
honor the elderly was the way of the Prophet jjg; and on another 
occasion, the Prophet jg said, "He who does not honor the elderly 
among us and does not show mercy to the young among us, is not 
from us." [1] * * 4 Abu Quhaafah 4e> then officially announced his entry 
Into the fold of Islam and made a pledge to follow the Messenger 
of Allah sg. 121 It is related that the Messenger of Allah iH 
congratulated Abu Bakr 4® for his father's entry into the fold of 
Islam and that he said to Abu Bakr 4fc, "Change this (whiteness) in 
his hair (to another color)." At the time, Abu Quhaafah's hair was 
compared to a Thughaamah — a white plant that was then 
commonly compared to the whiteness in a person's hair. 131 

As for the mother of Abu Bakr her full name was Salmah 
hint Sakhr ibn 'Amr ibn Ka'ab ibn Sa'ad ibn Teem, and her 
Kimyah was Umm Al-Khair. She -s embraced Islam during the 
earlier stages of the Prophet's Da'wah, a topic that we will (In Sha 
Ah ah) discuss in more detail in a later section of this work. 
Throughout his life, Abu Bakr had a total of four wives, who 

111 At-Tirmidhee, the Book of Birr, chapter 15. 

1 ■' Al-Isaabah (4/375). 

1 11 Al-Isaabah (4/375). 


34 


The Biography of Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq 


bore for him six children: three sons and three daughters. The 
following were his wives: 

1) Qateelah bint ‘Abdul-‘Uzzah ibn As’ad ibn Jaabir ibn Maalik 

That Qateelah embraced Islam is not a point of agreement 
among scholars 111 , the main reason for that disagreement being 
that Abu Bakr 4* had divorced her during the pre-Islamic days 
of ignorance. Qateelah was the mother of two of Abu Baler's 
children: 'Abdullah 4® and Asmaa dfa. Although Qateelah did 
not migrate to Al-Madeenah, she did go there to visit her 
daughter, Asmaa. She brought with her gifts, some cream and 
cooking fat, but Asmaa refused not only to accept them for 
her, but also to grant her entry into her home. Asmaa ^ felt 
conflicted on the inside: on the one hand, she was a Muslim and 
her mother was a polytheist; and on the other hand, her mother 
had given her birth, raised her, and showered a great deal of 
love upon her. As a polytheist, she was not deserving of 
Asmaa' s respect and love; but as a mother, she had every right 
to be loved and respected. Confused and uneasy about the 
matter, Asmaa ^ sent a message to ' Aaisha •&>, requesting her to 
ask the Prophet |g about her situation. The Prophet M. gave this 
reply: "She (i.e., Asmaa) must grant her entry (into her home), 
and she must also accept her gift." And around the same time, 
Allah "S revealed the Verse: 

jl ^ jj bJA\ j Cf ^ 

"Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those 
who fought not against you on account of religion and did not 
drive you out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those who deal 
with equity." (Qur'an 60: 8) 


At-Tabaqaat, by Ibn Sa'ad (3/169), (8/249). 
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This Verse confirmed for believers that Allah if did not forbid 
th« •m from being kind and generous in their dealings towards 
polytheists who had not persecuted them; furthermore, believers 
Wen* informed that they should act justly with them, for indeed, 
"Allah loves those who deal with equity." 

2 ) Umm Roomaan bint ‘Aamir ibn ‘Uwaimar ^ 

1 1 mm Roomaan was from the Banu Kinaanah ibn 
Kliuzaimah tribe; her husband, Al-Haarith ibn Sakhbarah, died 
111 Makkah, after which time Abu Bakr 4= married her. She was 
Oiii’ of the early Muslims: she pledged to follow the Prophet sg§ at 
nn early stage during his Da'wah, and she had the distinction of 
having migrated to Al-Madeenah. She gave birth to two of Abu 
Hakr's children: 'Abdur-Rahmaan and 'Aaisha Having lived 
a fruitful and blessed life, Umm Roomaan '%-■ died in Al- 
Madeenah in the year 6 H. 

3) Asmaa bint ‘Umais ibn Ma’bad ibn Al-Haarith A? 

Asmaa's Kunyah was Umm 'Abdullah, which perhaps refers to 
n child she had with Ja' far 4®. One of the first Muslims to perform 
migration for the sake of Allah is, Asmaa embraced Islam at a 
very early stage of the Prophet's Da'wah, even before the Muslims 
turned the house of Al-Arqam into a secret meeting place. She 
pledged to follow the Messenger of Allah $4, and then because of 
the persecution that she and her husband Ja'far ibn Abu Taalib 4* 
were afflicted with at the hands of the Quraish, they both 
migrated to Abyssinia. At the behest of the Prophet <g|, they 
stayed in Abyssinia for a number of years. Then, just before the 
conquest of Khaibar, the Prophet $§ sent word to them that they 
should return, and they performed migration for a second time — 
this time, from Abyssinia to Al-Madeenah. Shortly thereafter, 
Ja'far .*•, was martyred on the Day of Mo'tah. Abu Bakr 4= then 
married her, and she later gave birth to one of his sons: 
Muhammad. Asmaa 4b made important contributions towards 
I lie preservation of the Prophet's Sunnah : She memorized sayings 


